
 

  WALKING THE ST. JOHN’S WARD: 

Then (historic buildings in the Ward) and 

Now (buildings that replaces the old ones)  

 

Introduction 

 
Welcome for an experience of the buildings then from the Ward and new 

ones that are being replaced now. This is your opportunity to learn the 

importance of buildings then and now. St. John’s Ward had many types of 

buildings that had great stories behind it but sadly, are no longer existing. 

Luckily, some of the new ones that are replaced have a great impact to 

most of the people who lives in the city. The path that you are about to 

take consists of 3 historic buildings. Two of the buildings are located around 

Elizabeth Street and the last one is on Chestnut Street. You will be seeing 

buildings now that were way back then a café shop, a public school and 

shops where Chinese people sold their Chinese goods and there were also 

interspersed with rundown mid-19th century cottage style houses — little 

gingerbread trimmed bungalows. So lets get started to our first stop 

 

 

 

 

 

 SELF-GUIDED WALKING MAP 

 

Stops 
 
1. 56 and 58 Elizabeth Street - On December 2, 1937 it was then Joe’s café and chop 

suey. This lovely café was on the northwest corner of the now completely vanished 

Louisa and Elizabeth. Many people there enjoyed going to the shop frequently for 

breakfast and lunch; their prices were cheap. Customers there loved their great tasting 

lattes and suey dishes. However, this shop demolished because in September 2012 the 

New City Hall took over the space. The City Hall is basically in charge of the city. All of 

the orders get sent out from there and is where all of the decisions concerning the city 

gets planned and made. Overall, it works to make the city more comfortable to live in. 

Great, You’ve learnt something now let’s go to our next stop. 

 

Left: 56 and 58 Elizabeth Street. December 2, 1937. Joe's Cafe and Chop Suey. This charming cafe was 

on the northwest corner of the now completely vanished Louisa and Elizabeth. 

 

Right: September 2012. First Floor Toronto’s New City Hall 

Source: http://urbantoronto.ca/news/2013/04/then-and-now-56-and-58-elizabeth-street 

 

2. Elizabeth Street – This historic building was currently at the time Hester How Public 

School. This school opened on June 1881 by the suggestion of William Holmes Howland. 

The first class was held at Grace Church on Elm Street built by Howland and others. The 

school was made to serve truant, delinquent and homeless boys in the Ward. There 

were many uneducated children growing up there and would lead to a perfect disregard 

to the law and morality. Esther Frances How the “teacher” had “kind treatment,” her 

rare resort to whipping, and the strength of her personality to manage the boys 

successfully. By April1883, with a class of 70, her school had moved to Chestnut. In 

1892 the school moved to Elizabeth Street.  By 1890 classes for girls and smaller 

children and a half-day class for newsboys and bootblacks had been added. It was 

demolished the people from the Ward moved to different parts of the city to settle. 

Now, the building replacing it is nothing more than a simple public service office. 

You’ve completed stop 2, lets move on to the final one. 

 
Anita 

http://urbantoronto.ca/news/2013/04/then-and-now-56-and-58-elizabeth-street


 
 
 
 

 

 

Then. Hester How Public School. 1952. Elizabeth Street, west side, facing Walton Street. 

Now. January 2013.  

 

3. Chestnut Street – It looks to be 1964-ish where buildings “stores” and “homes” 

were managed by Chinese owners; selling supplies to the Chinese community at prices 

a little less than the Elizabeth Street businesses. Many of the customers were Chinese, 

which made the sort of rump to Chinatown business run quite well. As well, there 

were some homes there where people would dwell in when they were running low on 

their businesses. The houses looked mid-19th century cottage style houses — little 

gingerbread trimmed bungalows. Those old homes and stores were cleared in the early 

70’s in replacement of the popular University of Toronto (UOFT) student residence. 

Students here manage to do well in their studies to get to their designated career and 

get high-paying jobs. Congrats you have finished the experiencing and learning 

buildings then and now. Now please complete your easy mission to show your success. 
 

  

source: http://urbantoronto.ca/news/2012/06/then-and-now-chestnut-street 

 

 
MISSION: You must take a photo and post it on Instagram 
of yourself at Chestnut Street with your hands in the air 
and smiling. Your caption should be “I completed the 
mission of walking the St. John’s Ward learning the 
importance of buildings then and now. Come tryout this 
mission!” Include hash tags #wardtourtoronto 

#buildingsthennowtoronto  
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