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St. John’s Ward:  

 

Then (1911)  

& 

Now (2015) 

This walking tour consists of 6 stops 

that we will look at. These stops had 

buildings that have now been altered 

or completely demolished and recre-

ated. We will look at the difference 

between 1911 and 2015 to compare 

the life back in the day with ours. We 

will start the tour at the first stop Trin-

ity Church, located at 10 Trinity 

Square. 
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Stop #1: The second stop was originally 

called Trinity Church and was located at 

10 Trinity Square, and was used by many 

Christians for praying and would normally 

go there. Now Trinity Square rests on top 

but it still has the Church of the Holy Trin-

ity. The church is still used for praying but 

now it’s by the Eaton Centre and Bell Trin-

ity Square. 

Stop #2: This first stop is the Old City Hall 

and it is still located at 60 Queen St W in 

Downtown. The city hall was were the 

municipal governance took place and 

where the laws of the city were made or 

where the decisions for pay raises, city 

services, and environment take place. 
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Stop #3: Toronto’s Hippodrome theatre that 

was built at the corner of Bay St and Queen 

in April 27, 1914. The hippodrome’s function 

was to entertain people and put on shows 

with famous people and plays. People would 

come and sit in plush seats as the movie or 

play would role. It was demolished in 1957 

for the building of the new City Hall. Today 

City Hall sits at its location and its function 

today is to govern Toronto’s municipal gov-

ernment. 

Stop #4: This armoury was a place for sol-

diers to train and stood facing University 

Avenue, north of Osgoode Hall. The Federal 

Department of Public Works realized that 

they needed to provide their volunteer sol-

diers with centralized locations for training 

and built a series of armouries across Can-

ada. Soldiers who trained at the Toronto 

Armouries would go on to represent Canada 

in the Boer War as well as both World Wars. 

These armouries were designed by Thomas 

Fuller to express their military purpose in 

massive forms. This Armoury was demol-

ished in 1963 to make room for new provin-

cial courts and was one of the most missed 

buildings in Toronto’s past.  

Stop #5: The House of Industry was an institu-

tion to serve the “deserving poor”. It was built 

in 1848 at the corner of Elm Street and Eliza-

beth Street. Those who were eligible to be 

housed in the facility were the elderly and 

infirm with no family support; people in such a 

poor state of health that they could not work; 

and orphans, deserted children and the chil-

dren of those too poor or ill to support 

them.  After the First World War, the House 

concentrated largely on helping the families of 

returning soldiers. By 1947, the House stopped 

serving casual clients and became a home for 

the elderly, changing its name to Laughlen 

Lodge, in honour of long-time superintendents 

Arthur and Frances Laughlen.  

Stop #6: Toronto General Hospital was built 

in 1909 in the St. John’s Ward between 

University Ave and College St. 8 acres of the 

Ward had to be demolished to build the 

hospital. Its significance was that it helped 

cure so many people and so many surgeries 

were done to save people and increase their 

chances of survival because before there 

was not much medication to help people. 

Toronto General Hospital was demolished 

but today’s Toronto General Hospital sits 

right on top. Today Toronto General Hospi-

tal is still in the same location but a modern 

hospital is built. 


