
Statement of Support for Kathryn Whitfield’s submission for the Governor General’s 

Awards for Excellence in Teaching Canadian History 

I had the opportunity to participate as a teacher-facilitator with my students in the Historical 

Thinking Missions Project developed by Ms. Whitfield with a class of Grade 10 history students 

in an International Baccalaureate Preparatory program last year during my teaching at Vaughan 

Road Academy.   As a relatively new teacher with limited experience teaching the CHC2D 

course, Ms. Whitfield's project was an inspiring departure from the average lesson and field 

trip. With the implementation of the new revised Ontario Canadian and World Studies 

curriculum in the fall of 2013, Ms. Whitfield was keen to develop a project that fully 

encompassed the addition of historical thinking strand and which engaged students in doing 

hands-on field work.  

The St. John's Ward project was a valuable experience for the students: not only did they 

work with primary source documents (archival maps of Toronto, photographs of residents from 

different historic periods, etc.), they were able to make connections with the present day in 

order to explore and understand concepts of continuity and change at the local level. Having 

students walk around the neighbourhood where St. John's Ward once stood  (equipped with 

their learning goals, individualized group tasks, and instructions for where their 'selfies' needed 

to be taken) to trace the paths taken by former Torontonians, this trip was an authentic learning 

experience, that many history field trips simply don’t have.  

In the reflections and assignments that students were asked to write and create after the 

on-site fieldwork, they expressed overwhelmingly positive responses. They spoke of their 

appreciation for having gained a better understanding of historic spaces in their community, 

excitement at the opportunity to commemorate underappreciated neighbourhoods and groups 

and to show empathy for 'lost' communities. They also commented how much they valued the 

chance to engage in critical thinking activities celebrating our city's history. The skills and 

learning attitudes that students developed by participating in the Historical Thinking Missions 

project in the St. John's Ward justify how an activity of this calibre should be required learning 

for all students. Indeed, what makes Ms. Whitfield's project even more exceptional is its 

adaptability: educators can easily modify the lesson by selecting neighbourhoods of regional 

interest, but maintain the learning outcomes and overall experience of retracing and 

experiencing a city's history. I am very happy to have been a part of the facilitation of this 

exciting historical thinking project.  

Grace Choi, Teacher, Thistletown Secondary School 

 


