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This historic building was 

located on Elizabeth & College Street 

Toronto in 1914. This building served 

as a sanatorium or clinic for 

“outpatients.” This building is 

historically significant because it’s was 

fast way to get patients diagnosed & 

treated with having them stay overnight. 

This building was turned into a blood 

donation center called Canadian Blood 

Services. This clinic gathers blood 

donated & lends those in necessitate.       

 

HESTER PUBLIC SCHOOL 

This historical public school was 

located on Elizabeth & Walton Street, 

Toronto in 1952. This school served to 

educate truant, delinquent, homeless 

boys in the ward. This building is 

historically significant because it 

provided these children living in 

poverty with a future. This building was 

turned into a hospital called The Sick 

Kids Hospital, which is a hospital for 

sick children.  
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Your historic tour 

planning experts 

Introduction: 

 Welcome, to the St, John’s Ward 

walking tour. Today, we will be locating 6 

historic buildings that were once historically 

significant to the life in the St. John’s Ward. In 

addition, you will learn about how these 

previous buildings were demolished and about 

what buildings currently occupy these historic 

spaces in the ward. To begin, we’ll be starting at 

an outpatient’s hospital at Elizabeth & College 

Street, making our way south to a public school 

located at Elizabeth & Walton Street. Then, 

we’ll visit the T. Eaton Complex at 220 Young 

Street followed by Shea Hippodrome Theater at 

440 Terauley Street. To finish, we’ll make our 

way to a Chinese grocery store at 74 Elizabeth 

Street, making our way west towards our last 

location which is The Armories located at 

University Avenue & Armory Street.  

Challenge: 

 The challenge you will face today which 

is a crucial part of this tour is that you must 

locate these locations & take a picture of it in 

the background along with yourself. You must 

share this picture on twitter & tweet, 

#Then&Now! You must locate the following 

location in St. John’s Ward: City Hall, Toronto 

General Hospital & Nathan Phillips Square. 

Note that these locations aren’t all locations 

we’ll we visiting, you may locate them on the 

way.     
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 T. Eaton’s Co. 

Welcome to one of the finest 

malls and entertainment center in 

Toronto, the Eaton Center located 

on 220 Young Street.. Be admired 

by its variety and architectural 

beauty but also be reminded this 

mall has not always been a mall. To 

be exact, it was a factory called 

Eaton’s which was opened by 

Timothy Eaton in 1869 and 

manufactured clothing. This is an 

important place because it was 

where almost most of the people 

who lived in the slums worked. At 

the time, you can predict the 

workers consisted of many ethnic 

groups varying over quite a few 

years but most predominately, it 

would have been the Jewish.  

Shea Hippodrome 

Theater 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What you’re currently standing 

on was once one of the world’s biggest 

theatres. The Shea Hippodrome was 

built on April 27, 1914 with 3,200 seats 

and one screen. Its sole purpose was to 

provide entertainment to the citizens of 

Toronto with well-known actors like 

Gloria Swanson. At the time most 

viewers would have been Jewish, which 

would give you a sense of type of show 

usually were casted and in what 

language. But as you may clearly see or 

not see, is that there is theatre nowhere 

and that is because the City Hall 

Complex you’re standing next to had to 

be constructed at the cost of the 

demolition of a beautiful theatre.     

Wa Lung Jan Co. 

Importers 

For the most parts of your tour 

you have went to big important 

buildings that once very important back 

in the day, not so much with this one. If 

you’re standing inside City Hall, then 

you are literally standing on what was 

once Toronto’s First Chinatown! And if 

you’re standing in on the left leaning 

building of City Hall then you might be 

standing on a property that was owned 

by Wa Lung Jan Co. Importers; who 

were basically grocers back in the day. 

This is location was chosen for the tour 

so that you can know that many store 

like Wa Lung Jan Co. were demolished 

to build the new City hall! 

 

The Armories 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What looks like an ordinary 

building which is really an extension of 

the provincial courts at Osgoode Hall 

was once Canada’s Largest Armoury. It 

was home to famous Toronto regiments 

and the Canadian Army back from 1891 

to 1963. This is where most citizens 

would have signed up and received 

training/mentoring for the upcoming 

war. As a gun park and a school, you 

could just imagine hearing consecutive 

gunshots being fired in harmony while 

listening to the chants of marching 

soldiers. This great building had to be 

demolished to accommodate the 

Osgoode Hall in 1963 but before that 

more than a thousand soldiers and 

volunteers that left this building have 

fought in battles of South Africa, in 

both world wars and the Korean War! 

 


