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SELF-GUIDED HISTORICAL WALKING TOUR The Walking Tour 

Welcome! 

 Here we are at the St. John's Ward, famously 
known as the "Notorious Slum". The Ward was sur-
rounded by what’s now known as College Street, Yonge 
Street, Queen Street, and University Avenue. This area 
became the central location for immigrants from the 
late 1800s to the early 1900s. The Ward consisted 
mainly of immigrants who had little money. Rents 
were cheap so the Ward became very overcrowded. 
Dr. Charles J. Hastings -Toronto's Medical Health of-
ficer at the time, went through the slum and tried to 
restore sanitation, which appeared to be non-existent. 
Waste near houses spread disease and was unsafe for 
playing children. Also, there weren’t enough baths for 
residents. We’ll show you where 4 unsanitary places in 
the Ward used to be. Firstly, we'll head to Center Ave-
nue, then all the way south to what used to be 50 
Terauley Street. Hopefully, this will create a sense of 
how unhealthy it was to live in the overcrowded St 
John’s Ward. Use the map on the back of the brochure 
to navigate to the stops. 

① Price’s Lane (1914) 

 Price’s Lane was just another place in the slums 
where there was waste piled along the walkway. The 
wood waste isn’t safe for anybody waking through the 
lane. Someone could’ve easily cut themselves, stubbed 
their toe badly or tripped on the wood and fell. This 
posed a health and safety issue for the residents of the 
area. Moreover, the children living in the area had no 
safe place to play! Most of the residents didn’t wear 
shoes. The wood chips on the floor would’ve been giv-
ing them painful blisters regularly. 
 

St John’s Ward: 

The “Notorious 

Slum” 

Take a look back at Toronto’s history when 

there was a “Notorious Slum” named the St 

John’s Ward. Waste filled every street and 

laneway in the Ward making it one of Toron-

to’s most unsanitary places to live. 

A laneway filed with waste and no place for these unfortunate 

children to play in. 
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 ② 145 Centre Avenue (1914) 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 People were forced to move into cramped spaces 
such as this dark room without electricity. There is lit-
tle living space in this bedroom on 145 Centre Street. 
This room must get very cold in the winter and sleep-
ing conditions for residents must’ve been brutal. They 
would have been freezing and would acquire many ill-
nesses over the season. During that time, there wasn’t 
much healthcare so any sickness could’ve led to death. 
Canadian winters are deadly if one isn’t suited proper-
ly for the cold temperatures. Moreover, the waste on 
the floor accumulates dust and is a hazard. 

③ Slum Courtyard– 142 Agnes Street 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Here on 142 Agnes Street, we stand where 
the Slum courtyard would have existed. Muddy al-
leys were cluttered with all sorts of waste. Garbage, 
wash-baskets, and clothes would be hung to dry. 
The air smelled of rot and waste. The unsanitized 
place left kids with diseases and illnesses that were 
often severe. There was no place for children to 
play and if they tried too, they would’ve hurt them-
selves. This slum courtyard was a filthy location.  

 

 

④50 Terauley Street  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This home, which consisted of two rooms divided with a 

wall, was meant for three residents. Records show that six 

people were crowded in the living space. There wasn’t enough 

necessities for the residents such as baths, washrooms, and 

beds. Illnesses were adapted on a regular basis as the atmos-

phere was dense and dusty. Overcrowding became a great is-

sue which led to many health concerns throughout the Ward. 

Diseases could spread easily.  

 CHALLENGE 

 To top off the walking tour, we would like to give 
you a challenge to complete! In order to complete this 
challenge, you must take a picture of yourself standing in 
any of the tour stops. Then you will post this picture on 
Instagram, adding a unique or funny caption. Be sure to 
add the hashtag #ThingsChangeForTheBetter. All entries 
will be entered in for a contest. The prize will be a CN 
Tower keychain! Good luck completing your challenge ! 
This ends our tour for today. 
 

Then and Now locations: 

 

Here is a dark room with a bed and many items crowding the room. This is an overcrowded room. The resident capacity of the room was 

double of what is was built for. 

A kid stands in this filthy and cluttered backyard of 142 Agnes Street 
THEN NOW 

Price’s Lane 20 Storey Building 

145 Centre Ave-

nue 

2 Retail Buildings 

142 Agnes Street Atrium Shopping 

Mall 

50 Terauley Street City Hall 
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