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March 30, 2015 

 

To the Selection Committee for the Governor General’s Award for Excellence in Teaching Canadian History: 

 
Kathryn Whitfield is an extraordinary educator.  She is committed to the success of all of her students and works 

to provide a variety of learning opportunities to ensure that students are engaged in their studies.  To be a member of 
Ms. Whitfield’s history learning community is to take part in an adventure of sight and sound where history is brought to 
life through thoughtfully prepared lessons using much discussion, experiential learning and on-line resources.  It is also 
an opportunity for students to participate in deep reflection upon moments in time and the impact of actions and 
decisions made by others and most importantly their current responsibilities as citizens of Canada to affect change in 
every way that they can to make a difference to the society in which they are a part of.  Through carefully constructed 
field trips and projects that consider historical themes and events, as well as current issues, student imagination is 
activated and students are inspired to be creative and critical thinkers.  Inquiry-based research projects lead students to 
ask important questions, explore various perspectives and communicate their findings effectively.  Students often work 
in teams and learn to capitalize on the strengths of team members while stretching their own learning and research 
abilities. This work prepares them for success in their post-secondary pathways and encourages them to be engaged in 
their communities.  
 
 The Toronto-St. John’s Ward, Historical Thinking Missions Project is an excellent example of a history activity that 
engages and excites students in the grade 10 history course.  Students are engaged in historical thinking through field 
work to create a final piece of work that is meaningful in a historical context and links history to a place in their current 
city that has meaning and significance.  Ms. Whitfield always considers the variety of learning preferences of the 
students in her class and makes appropriate accommodations for students with learning challenges.  Ms. Whitfield meets 
regularly with students, parents and school support staff to ensure that all students have multiple opportunities to 
succeed.  I have had the privilege to speak with Ms. Whitfield about her teaching and to visit her classes on several 
occasions.  Last year, students in an equity course that she designed completed a comprehensive project on Accessibility.  
In their final presentations, students spoke passionately about the need for the school to be more accessible in its 
physical layout but also through careful consideration of the structures and policies that may be exclusive to some 
students.  Changes were made based on the suggestions of the students.  Ms. Whitfield has also led student leaders in 
many co-curricular projects to positively impact their school, community and contribute globally for example, through 
organizing a campaign to raise funds to build a school in Kenya.   
 
 I would highly recommend Kathryn Whitfield for the Governor General’s Award for Excellence in Teaching 
Canadian History. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Cindy Zwicker Reston 
Principal 


