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Welcome to St. John's Ward, which 
was home to many Jewish immigrants 
at the time. They immigrated to the 
notorious slum around 1911 from 
Eastern Europe. Elizabeth and Dundas 
Street was well-known to had many 
businesses that were owned by the 
Jewish residents. Many Jews were 
living along Elizabeth Street when 
they got to the Ward. There would be 
around 14 or more individuals living in 
an average size bedroom today. They 
lived in hard conditions from them 
having to keep their garbage outside 
their homes to living in a unsanitary 
house. The Jewish were well-known for 
their work as tailors. Which led a 
numerous amount of them to work at 
the Eaton factory now known as The 
Eaton Center. This provided them with 
mediocre income. While the adults 
were at work, the children spent their 
days in school and then to The 
Elizabeth Street playground. This 
playground accompanied many happy 
children to have fun for free. It was an 
average park with swings and slides, 
but to the children it was a chance to 
escape and enjoy. 



Dundas Street Eaton Factory

This picture shows Dundas street and shows 
the businesses along the streets. Many 

Jewish residents had stores along Dundas 
streets, which aided with their income. 
These stores were also important to the 

community because other Jewish residents 
may have needed to purchase food or 

medicine. It was convenient for the residents 
if they had their commodities near them so 
there commute wasn't very far. It was also 
important for there to be Jewish run stores 
in order for the Jewish immigrants to feel 
welcome and to be able to gain a sense of 
belonging in Toronto. Like having kosher 
stores is important because most Jewish 

people were religious, so eating kosher was 
big part of their religion. 

This picture shows the inside of the Eaton 
factory. The Eaton factory provided many 
people with jobs living in the Ward. The 

Jewish community had also benefited from 
the factory. They were forced to work in 

factories, mainly in the garment industry due 
to prejudice. The factory was significant 

because it provided money to the workers. 
They were able to make more money because 
they were living close to work which allowed 
them to save on transportation costs which 

allowed them to work longer hours.The 
Eaton center later became the largest 

employer to the Jews in the Ward. 

Elizabeth Street 

Playground

This picture shows children playing in the 
Elizabeth street playground. This playground 
allowed many children in the community to 

have fun because of lack of costs.The 
playground was popular with Jewish 

immigrant children. Living in the ward 
meant there wasn't a lot of enjoying your 
childhood. Children would have to start 

working to help with the finances. But this 
park gave children to be kids and have fun 

with other kids. It also allowed Jewish youth 
an opportunity for physical activity which is 
important at a young age. These playgrounds 

were important to children because it 
allowed free space to play rather than the 

dirty crammed backyards they were 
accustomed to. 


